ONE MIND...ONE HEART...ONE SPIRIT!

Diocese 40th Anniversary
The Diocese of Phoenix has published an informa-
tive, beautifully illustrated hardback book describ-
ing the past 40 years in the Diocese of Phoenix
available in Spanish or English.
Your very own book can be purchased in the
rectory office for $35.

Knights of Columbus

Celebrate New Years Eve with Knights of Colum-
bus Council 3855, 8066 N. 49" Ave. Glendale.
$25/person or $40/couple includes dinner, live en-
tertainment, dancing, door prizes and more. Call
the Hall 623-937-3794, Tom Waite 623-937-2188
or Greg Mattingly 623-910-8414 for tickets, Decem-
ber 28 ticket deadline.

FAMILY IN CRISIS

Today’s Gospel gives us the only real glimpse we
have into the life of the Holy Family during the
childhood of Jesus. Here we see a family in crisis.
A son is lost and frantic parents search and search
until they finally find him. We hear these words
from the mother of Jesus: “Son, why have you
done this to us? Your father and | have been
looking for you with great anxiety” (Luke 2:48).
We can only imagine the distress felt by Mary and

Arizona Schoenstatt Family

Invites ALL Men & Women

Retreat Weekend on Spirituality, Friday, January
29 (5:30 pm to 9:00 pm) and Saturday, January
30th (8:00 am to 9:00 pm) Accommodations to
stay over night are available ($30/meals, $35/room)
at the Benedictine Monastery, 8502 W. Pinchot,
Phoenix

Father Langsch, Schoenstatt Movement Director,
from Milwaukee, WI, has been active in retreat min-
istry, on-going formation programs for the Diocese
of Milwaukee and the Schoenstatt Movement.

Retreat begins with Registration on Friday, January
29th at 5:30 pm. Retreat itself starts at 6:30 pm,
come early! The weekend includes: Mass, Spiritu-
ality Talks/Discussions, Confessions, Rosary and
Benediction. We hope you will join us, the Arizona
Schoenstatt family in a grace-filled Retreat Week-
end. For reservations and more information please
call Deacon Bob and Rose Myers at 623-979-5065
or Maria at 602-508-1989

Joseph. Their love for their
son brought them to their
wits’ end. Let us take the op-
portunity this day to ask the
Blessed Virgin Mary and |
Saint Joseph to intercede for |/
us in times when our families |}

experience anxiety and fear.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Did you not |
know that
1 must be in |§
my Father’s \

L

Pastor Al

© 2003 WLP a division of J.S. Paluch Co, Inc.

“Nice try, but I'll skip the hand sanitizer. Just
go get the water cruet, towel and wash bowl.”

SAINT THOMAS BECKET

(1118-1170) December 29
To anyone who imagines conflict between religion
and politics to be a modern phenomenon, history
witnesses otherwise. Martyred under Henry VIII in
1535, Thomas More declared, “I die the King’s
good servant, but God’s first!” Thomas Becket
could have said the same four centuries earlier. As
Henry II's closest friend and trusted chancellor,
Becket, the King presumed, could be counted on, if
made Archbishop, to deliver the church to royal
control. But Becket experienced a profound con-
version, confirmed by the ordination liturgy’s rich
symbolism of the bishop as Good Shepherd and
the church as Bride of Christ. Renouncing secular
responsibilities, distributing his wealth to the poor,
Thomas became the church’s uncompromising
champion. Faced with this “new” Becket, the King’'s
previous friendship turned into a ferocious, almost
irrational hatred. As eight centuries later,
Archbishop Romero would be martyred at the altar
of Christ's sacrifice, Becket was slain before the
altar of Canterbury Cathedral by royal agents, nei-
ther the first nor last good shepherd to lay down his
life as the price of freedom for Christ's church and

justice for Christ’'s sheep.
—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.




HOLY FAMILY, JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Weekly Contribution Amounts

©1J.S. Paluch Co., Inc

DECEMBER 27, 2009

Sunday, December 20, 2009
Sunday Collection $16,571.57
Thank you for your continued generosity!

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD

Today we focus our attention on Mary, Joseph, and the
child Jesus, and the role of family in our lives. All chil-
dren are God’s creation and so, if you have children,
you know that their upbringing is a huge responsibility,
involving lots of hard work along with times of anxiety
and distress as well as real moments of joy. You can
easily relate to the story of Mary and Joseph and the
frantic search for their missing child. You can under-
stand the mixture of immense relief and annoyance
when they find him after a long search. But maybe your
family is not that ideal family most of us wish for, but is
separated or divided by distance, disagreements, or di-
vorce. Perhaps distance can be bridged by more letters,
e-mails, phone calls, or visits; disagreements by sincere
attempts to reconcile; and divorce—for all its pains and
griefs—by learning to love again. Healing the hurts be-
gins in love. There are also many people among us who
are single or who cannot have children, and others who
have few or no family ties left. The kind of love called
agape by the early Christians, sometimes translated as
“charity” in the scriptures, is a Greek word that ex-
presses a love greater than family love or sexual love; it
is the love that God has for us and wants us to share
with the world around us. If we each become aware that
God loves us as beloved children, we can spread that
love to those who are unloved in our words, in our

deeds, and in our attitude. Don’t wait, start now!
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1Jn1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18
Tuesday: 1Jn2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40

Thursday: 1Jn2:18-21;Jn1:1-18

Friday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk
2:16-21

Saturday: 1Jn 2:22-28;Jn 1:19-28

Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt
2:1-12

New Year’s Day Mass Times
6:30 am English
9:00 am English
10:30 am Spanish (OLPH ONLY)

PARISH SCHEDULE

Monday, December 28/Lunes, 28 de Diciembre, 2009
5:30 pm Children’s Choir Practice Confer. Rm
7:00 pm Youth Group Hall

Tuesday, December 29/Martes, 29 de Diciembre

9:30 am World Apostolate of Fatima  Chapel
6:30 pm Christian Formation, Spanish Class Rms
7:00 pm Novena, Rosary Chapel
7:00 pm RCIA, Spanish Confer. B
7:00 pm RCIA, English Confer. A

Wednesday, Dec. 30/Miercoles, 30 de Diciembre

6:00 pm Choir Practice Confer. Rm
6:30 pm Christian Formation, English Class Rms
7:00 pm Neocatechumenal Way Casa Maria

Thursday, December 31/Jueves, 31 de Diciembre
Friday, January 1/Viernes, 1 de Enero
Saturday, January 2/Sabado, 2 de Enero

7:00 pm Neocatechumenal Way Confer. Rm
Sunday, January 3/Domingo, 3 de Anero
8:00 am Coffee & Donuts Hall

Masses for the Week

Monday, December 28 — Holy Innocents
6:15 am — San Miguel
8:30 am - T Betty Baran
Tuesday, December 29
6:15 am— T Patrick Downey
8:30 am T Jack & Michael Whalen
Wednesday, December 30
6:15 am —San Rafael
8:30 am T Jim Peterson
Thursday, December 31
6:30 am 1 Guillermo Torres
8:30 am t Betty Baran
Friday, January 1 — Blessed Virgin Mary
6:30 am - T Leona Borowski
8:30 am —t Sadie Maland
Saturday, January 2
8:30 am - t Valerie Flores & D.J. M
5:00 pm - T Kelly & Jack Aldridge
7:00 pm - t Sigufredo Carrillo
Sunday, January 3 — Epiphany of the Lord
6:30 am —For the People
8:30 am T Jack & Michael Whalen
10:00 am t Bibiano Bustos

10:30 am Tt Betty Baran
12:30 pm 1 Domingo Villada
Remember in prayer all who are sick in_ our

community, and those who have asked for your
prayers: Valerie Flores, Jesse Rodriguez, Raymond
Krawchisom, Juan Manuel Navarez family, Ruth
Gonzales, Veronica Bustos, Concha Aguilar, John
Dykes, Ramona Rodriguez, Maria Rojo, Alicia Macias,
Sonny Knotts, Arturo Mufioz, Jose Dorame, Lucy Santa
Cruz, Christine Lopez, Mary Fedro, Anne Fogus, Jenny
Dunston, Rose Ann Carpenter and John Boland. Pray
for deployed members of the military: Lance Corp.
Juan Torres, Terrell Thomas, and Michael George
Alvarez Pray for all who have died:




LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA

Lunes: 1Jn15—2:2; Mt 2:13-18

Martes: 1Jn 2:3-11; Lc 2:22-35

Miércoles: 1Jn 2:12-17; Lc 2:36-40

Jueves: 1Jn2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18

Viernes: NUm 6:22-27; Sal 67 (66); Ga 4:4-7;
Lc 2:16-21

Sabado: 1Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28

Domingo: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72 (71); Ef 3:2-3a, 5-6;
Mt 2:1-12

Invitacion!
A todas esas parejas que planear unir sus vidas
ante Dios, se le comunica que proximamente se
celebraran las bodas comunitarias.
Para mas informacién comunicarse con Blanca
Nufiez al 623-939-4101 o pasar a su oficina que
se encuentra a la entrada del salon parroquial.

El 40avo. Aniversario

de la Diocesis
La Diocesis de Phoenix ha publicado un libro em-
pastado, hermosamente ilustrado e informativo
gue describe los pasados de 40 afios en la Diéce-
sis de Phoenix.
Usted puede comprar su propio libro muy pro-
pio en la oficina de la Rectoria por $35.

POR EL AMOR DE DIOS

Hoy ponemos nuestra atencién en Maria, José y el Nifio
Jesus, y reflexionamos sobre el papel de la familia en
nuestra vida. Todos los nifios son creacion de Dios, por
tanto, si tienes hijos, sabes que tienes una gran respon-
sabilidad en su crianza, lo cual es sinébnimo de mucho
trabajo, acompafiado de momentos de ansiedad y de
afliccién, pero también de verdaderos momentos de
gozo. Es facil relacionarse con la historia de Maria y
José, y con su busqueda desesperada del nifio perdido.
Es facil entender la mezcla de inmenso alivio y a la vez
enfado que sintieron al encontrarlo después de una
larga busqueda. Mas, tal vez tu familia no sea esa fa-
milia ideal, sino que se encuentra separada o dividida
por la distancia, los desacuerdos o el divorcio. Tal vez
la distancia pueda salvarse por medio de cartas, cor-
reos electrénicos, llamadas telefénicas o visitas; los de-
sacuerdos con intentos sinceros de reconciliacion; el
divorcio—sus dolores y sus penas—aprendiendo a
amar de nuevo. Las heridas comienzan a sanarse en el
amor. Hay también muchas personas entre nosotros
gue son solteras o que no pueden tener hijos y aun
otras que tienen pocos familiares o no les queda famil-
iar alguno. La clase de amor que los primeros cristianos
llamaban agape, muchas veces traducido en las Es-
crituras como “caridad”, es un vocablo griego que ex-
presa un amor mayor que el amor familiar o sexual; es
el amor que Dios nos tiene y que quiere compartamos
los unos con los otros. Si estamos conscientes de que
Dios nos ama como hijos suyos, podremos difundir ese
amor, sobre todo a aquellas personas a quienes nues-
tras palabras, acciones o actitudes no demuestran

amor. jNo esperes, comienza ya!
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

FAMILIA EN CRISIS

El Evangelio de hoy nos ofrece la Unica verdadera
ojeada a la vida de la Sagrada Familia durante la
nifiez de Jesus. Aqui vemos a una familia en crisis.
El hijo se ha perdido y, frenéticos, los padres bus-
can y buscan hasta que al final lo encuentran. Es-
cuchamos a la madre de Jesus decir: “Hijo mio,
ipor qué te has portado asi con nosotros? Tu
padre y yo te hemos estado buscando, llenos
de angustia’ (Lucas 2:48). Apenas logramos ima-
ginar la angustia que Maria y José smtleron EI
amor por su hijo casi los saca
de quicio. Aprovechemos esta
oportunidad hoy para pedir a la
Santisima Virgen Maria y a
san José que intercedan por |}
nosotros cuando nuestras fa-
milias estén pasando por an-

siedades y temores. S
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. SO

&No sabian
que deho estar -
en ln casn

de mi Padve?

SANTO TOMAS BECKET

1118-1170) 29 de diciembre

Tomas Becket se distinguié por su inteligencia y
rapido ascenso durante el reinado de Enrique Il de
Inglaterra. Como canciller, en ausencia del rey, es-
tuvo al mando del reino. No obstante, Enrique I
era ambicioso y queria a la Iglesia bajo su dominio,
fue por eso que le nombré como Arzobispo de
Canterbury en 1162. Sin embargo, Tomas cambi6
radicalmente: renuncié a la cancilleria, vendié su
mansion, dio el dinero a los pobres y se fue a un
monasterio viviendo humildemente. Se opuso
publicamente al rey y a sus intenciones de someti-
miento de la Iglesia hasta que el mismo rey lo
amenazo con la muerte, razon por la que se expa-
tri6 a Francia. Luego de una reconciliacion tempo-
ral, el rey expreso su deseo de librarse del arzobis-
po y envié a una guardia real a que lo asesinaran,
hecho que ocurrio en el altar mayor de la catedral
mientras Tomas Becket celebraba la Eucaristia.
Sus ultimas palabras fueron: “Acepto la muerte

en el nombre de Jesus y de la Iglesia”.
—Muiguel Arias, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.




